THE   EMANCIPATOR   OF   THE   SLAVES

races, and he believed that the best solution was
for the negroes to be transported to some other
country and found a colony of their own. He
told a deputation of educated negroes on August
14, 1865, that their presence in America caused
them great suffering, but it caused the white
people great suffering also on their account. He
said: 'Even when you cease to be slaves, you are
yet far removed from being ... on an equality
with the white race. ... It is better for us both
... to be separated.'

Lincoln asserted his policy consistently from
the beginning. In his First Inaugural Address,
before the war had begun, he quoted from one of
his earlier speeches: 'I have no purpose, directly
or indirectly, to interfere with the institution of
slavery in the states where it exists. I believe I
have no lawful right to do so, and I have no in-
clination to do so/ After the war began he had
opportunities of maintaining this policy. In
August 1861, Fremont, who had been Republi-
can Presidential candidate in 1856, and whom
Lincoln had appointed to command the Depart-
ment of the West, determined to link the slavery
question with the Civil War. He issued a
proclamation on August 30 establishing martial
law in Missouri and declaring that 'the property,
real and personal, of all persons in the state of
Missouri who shall take up arms against the
United States, or who shall be directly proven
to have taken an active part with their enemies